
Soldiers’ Settlement Public School Preschool Procedure 

Water Safety 
Reviewed:  Management and staff will monitor and review the effectiveness of this policy at 
regular intervals throughout the year. Soldiers’ Settlement Public School Preschool's Procedures 
must be reviewed and updated every 12 months. Due for Review in February 2022. 

 

Rationale  
Water is essential to life. It can be fun and cool on a hot day but also creates dangers. This 
procedure governs staff responsibilities to keep children in preschools safe from water hazards 
including water containers used during water play activities.  
 
Procedure  

1. Educators must ensure that children are kept safe from water hazards, including water 
containers. 

2. Activities using the provision of water require supervision by an educator. The amount of 
supervision should be assessed per activity and arrangements made to ensure the safety 
of all children. These activities constitute a possible drowning hazard. 

3. Water containers/tubs/troughs should not be filled until the area is adequately supervised. 
These must be emptied as soon as the activity has ceased and stored, to prevent the 
collection of water when not in use. 

4. Mop buckets used for cleaning must be emptied and stored safely when not in use. These 
are to be placed inside the staff bathroom. 

5. In the event of water being stored in a container for a specific purpose, for example, a bird 
bath, the water is kept at a low level and monitored by preschool staff. 

6. Swimming or wading pools are not to be installed on the premises. 
7. Check equipment and garden after rain and empty water that has collected in holes or 

containers. 
8. A rainwater tank is available for watering the garden and for water play. This rainwater 

tank has a clear sign that says, “warning not suitable for drinking”. Children are taught from 
the beginning of the year about how to utilise the rainwater tank. There are no other taps 
outside. 

9. There is no accessible hot water for children. 

Associated 
National Quality 
Standard 

Education and Care 
Services National Law or 
Regulation 

Associated department policy, procedure or guideline 

2.2 Regulation 101 

 

Leading and Operating Department Preschool 
Guidelines 
Excursions policy 
 

Pre-reading and reference documents 

ACECQA Template – Excursion risk assessment 
 

Related procedures 

Preschool nutrition, food and beverages and dietary requirements 
Excursions 

 

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/regulation/2011/653/chap4/part4.2/div6/reg101?SRTITLE=Education%20and%20Care%20Services%20National%20Regulations&autoquery=(Content%3D((%22excursion%22)))&display=Education%20and%20Care%20Services%20National%20Regulations&dq=Within%20Title%3D%22Educ
https://schoolsequella.det.nsw.edu.au/file/a240a1ff-d3e3-4883-92b4-a3591f4e12d7/1/leading-and-operating-department-preschool-guidelines.pdf
https://schoolsequella.det.nsw.edu.au/file/a240a1ff-d3e3-4883-92b4-a3591f4e12d7/1/leading-and-operating-department-preschool-guidelines.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/excursions-policy?refid=285776
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/search?s=excursions


10. Clean drinking water is always available. See Nutrition, Food and Beverages and Dietary 
Requirements Procedure. 

11. Adults may carry and consume hot drinks only in approved thermal mugs. 
12. A risk assessment will be conducted prior to any excursion taking place. Particular attention 

will be focused upon water safety where the excursion is near a body of water. 
13. The preschool must follow all water restrictions put in place by the government for the 

community. 
 
Evaluation 
Preschool children are kept safe from all water hazards at all times. As stated in element 2.2.1 of 
the National Quality Standard, 'At all times, reasonable precautions and adequate supervision 
ensure children are protected from harm and hazard'.  
 

 
 


